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10 Judges Chapter 9 Better Than We Deserve 


There is a popular radio personality named Dave Ramsey. He gives financial and life 
advice to folks who call in. | love what he says when people ask him, “How are you 
doing?” He answers, “Much better than | deserve.” You know, every child of God is 
doing much better than he, or she deserves. This morning we're going to focus on the 
mercies of God. 


We have been talking about the contrast between walking in the flesh and walking in 
the Spirit for many months. Last Sunday, we took a look at Gideon's end. He died 
without the respect of the people. He had slipped into living in the flesh. We talked on 
Sunday about the “Trap of Self.” It is when we get caught up in ourselves mistaking 
God's blessings in our lives for something that we ourselves have done. 
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In the Book of Judges we have seen God's people over and over getting out of 
fellowship with Him and going their own way. They never stopped being His people, 
but they had times that they didn’t walk with Him. That can be a parallel to our lives as 
believers. Once we are a child, we can never stop being a child, but we can for a season 
go our own way as believers. We too suffer consequences when we do so. Fortunately, 
His grace and mercy are without end. One of our folks posted a meme this week about 
our identity in Christ that ended: “We are saints that sometimes sin.” Often our 
“sometimes” is most of the time, but we are still a saint when we've come to Christ. His 
mercies are without end. 


As | read through all of this passage for today, my mind was drawn to how dysfunctional 
God's people were (and often still are). Repeatedly they sinned, and their sins in the 
Book of Judges grew more and more egregious. So, why didn't God just consume them 
and wash His hands of them? 


The prophet Jeremiah answers that question in a lovely way in the Book of Lamentations 
when he says, “ Through the Lorp’s mercies [. 197 ] we are not consumed, because His 


compassions fail not. ? They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. *4 “The 
LORD is my portion [ pon ]," says my soul, “Therefore | hope in Him!” The LoRD is good 
to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. (Lamentations 3:22-25, NK/V). 


Over and over we see God's people saved through the mercies of God. They are saved 
and delivered so frequently, not because they've kept the covenant with Him but 
because it is through His khesed (His “loyal love’) that they are preserved. 


In Deuteronomy chapter 8 Moses warned the people: 


7 “Beware that you do not forget the LorD your God by not keeping His 
commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which | command you today, °? lest— 
when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; 

3 and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are 
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; ™ when your heart is lifted up, and you 
forget the LorD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 


bondage; 177777 17 then you say in your heart. ‘My power and the might of my hand 
have gained me this wealth.’ Deuteronomy 8:11-14, 17, NKJV). 


And yet as God's people sinned, He never let them be destroyed. They are still in 
existence today. And why? Because of His mercies, His undeserved khesed, that Moses 
spoke of. God said to Moses “/ will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.” (Romans 9:15b, NKJV). 


| don't speak too much about current events in the United States because | never want 
to confuse being a good American with being a good Christian. They are two different 
things, but | can tell you that a nation goes the way of its people. A nation’s leader 
reflects the character of the people. 


In 1863 when the United States was being torn apart, congress authorized a day of 
Thanksgiving in this country. Abraham Lincoln made a proclamation that we would be 
wise to listen to today: 


We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We 
have been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We 
have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever 
grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious 
hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and 
strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of 


our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior 
wisdom and virtue of our own." 


When Israel's love and devotion for God failed, it was reflected in its leadership. 


9 Abimelek son of Jerub-Baal went to his mother's brothers in Shechem and said to 
them and to all his mother’s clan, ? “Ask all the citizens of Shechem, ‘Which is better for 
you: to have all seventy of Jerub-Baal’s sons rule over you, or just one man?’ Remember, 
/am your flesh and blood.” ? When the brothers repeated all this to the citizens of 
Shechem, they were inclined to follow Abimelek, for they said, “He is related to us.” 

1 They gave him seventy shekels of silver from the temple of Baal-Berith, and Abimelek 
used it to hire reckless scoundrels, who became his followers. ° He went to his father’s 
home in Ophrah and on one stone murdered his seventy brothers, the sons of Jerub- 
Baal. But Jotham, the youngest son of Jerub-Baal, escaped by hiding. ê Then all the 
citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo gathered beside the great tree at the pillar in 
Shechem to crown Abimelek king. (Judges 9:1-6, NIV). 


So Abimelek, Gideon's son by a slave woman in Shechem, went to his uncles and and 
politicked to get them behind him. He went to Ophrah (Gideon's hometown) and he 
killed 70 of his brothers on one stone. As a side note, the number 70 is important in 
Judaism. After the flood, God divided the descendants of Noah into 70 nations (Genesis 
10). There were 70 descendants of Jacob that went down to Egypt (Genesis 46:27). 
There are 70 holy days on the Jewish calendar each year. There was provision for 70 
offerings in the Temple. There were 70 years of exile, and 70 years from the destruction 
of the 1st Temple until the beginning of the construction of the 2nd Temple. There were 
70 wise men in the Sanhedrin and 70 scholars translated the Septuagint.” The list goes 
on and on. 


Let's read on in our text. 


m ene 4 co | 7 When Jotham was told about this, he climbed up on the 
top of Mount Gerizim [where the blessings had been 
read] and shouted to them, “Listen to me, citizens of 
Shechem, so that God may listen to you. ê One day the 
trees went out to anoint a king for themselves. They said 
to the olive tree, ‘Be our king.’ ? “But the olive tree 
answered, ‘Should I give up my oil, by which both gods 
and humans are honored, to hold sway over the trees?’ ' “Next, the trees said to the fig 
tree, ‘Come and be our king.”" “But the fig tree replied, ‘Should | give up my fruit so 
good and sweet, to hold sway over the trees?’ '° “Then the trees said to the vine, ‘Come 
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and be our king.’ ”? “But the vine answered, ‘Should I give up my wine, which cheers 
both gods and humans, to hold sway over the trees?’ “Finally all the trees said to the 
thornbush, ‘Come and be our king.” “The thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you really 
want to anoint me king over you, come and take refuge in my shade; but if not, then let 
fire come out of the thornbush and consume the cedars of Lebanon!’ Judges 9:7-15, 
NIV). 


In this passage and in the verses following, Jotham tells the men of Shechem how wrong 
they have treated the house of Gideon, and he tells them that this thing will not end 
well. He prophesies that in the end Shechem will destroy Abimelek, and Abimelek will 
destroy Shechem. 


In verses 22 through about 45 we read an account of how after 3 years, the people of 
Shechem and Abimelek got crosswise with one another. A guy named Gaal showed up 
who basically challenged Abimelek. Forces then gathered that began making war with 
each other. Then in verse 45 we see Abimelek destroy the city of Shechem. 


*® All that day, Abimelek pressed his attack against the city until he had captured it and 
killed its people. Then he destroyed the city and scattered salt over it. Judges 9:45, NIV). 


Not satisfied with destruction of the city, Abimelek turned on his own people to kill 
them. 


4 On hearing this, the citizens in the tower of Shechem went 
into the stronghold of the temple of El-Berith. #” When 
Abimelek heard that they had assembled there, ® he and all 
his men went up Mount Zalmon. He took an ax and cut off 
some branches, which he lifted to his shoulders. He ordered 
the men with him, “Quick! Do what you have seen me do!” 
49 So all the men cut branches and followed Abimelek. They 
piled them against the stronghold and set it on fire with the 
people still inside. So all the people in the tower of Shechem, 
about a thousand men and women, also died. 


°° Next Abimelek went to Thebez and besieged it and 
captured it. *’ Inside the city, however, was a strong tower, 
to which all the men and women—all the people of the 
city—had fled. They had locked themselves in and climbed 
up on the tower root. °° Abimelek went to the tower and 
attacked it. But as he approached the entrance to the tower 
to set it on fire, ? a woman dropped an upper millstone on 
his head and cracked his skull. *4 Hurriedly he called to his armor-bearer, “Draw your 
sword and kill me, so that they can't say, ‘A woman killed him.” So his servant ran him 


through, and he died. °° When the Israelites saw that Abimelek was dead, they went 
home. 


36 Thus God repaid the wickedness that Abimelek had done 
to his father by murdering his seventy brothers. °’ God also 
made the people of Shechem pay for all their wickedness. 
The curse of Jotham son of Jerub-Baal came on them. 
Judges 9:46-57, NIV). 


There is a spiritual truth that we find again and again in 
scripture. Itis stated in Galatians 6:7: “Whatever a man 
sows that he shall also reap.” Thankfully, that doesn't always hold true because of God's 
mercy. Sometimes when we're going through difficult times, we might think that we've 
sown something bad to reap something bad. But, just as was true in Job's case, it can 
also be that we're just going through something that will cause us to grow (Romans 
8:28). The authors of “Got Questions.Org” summarize it in this way. 


The principle of reaping and sowing is generally true, but not always at 
work in every situation in the way we might expect. Faith in Jesus and 
the pursuit of godliness is “sowing to the Spirit.” Sowing to the flesh, 
depending on ourselves and our ability to find our own way without 
God's help, will reap nothing but a dead end. But when we place our 
trust in Christ, we reap eternal life. His love is fertile ground.3 


Likewise, in spite of the failures of Gideon and in spite of the failures of Abimelek, God 
NEVER GAVE UP ON ISRAEL. And, HE NEVER GIVES US ON YOU AND ME. So, we really 
are doing “better than we deserve.” | want to end with the words of one of Rich Mullins 
amazing songs: 


"Awesome God" It wasn't for no reason 
That He shed His blood 

When He rolls up His sleeves His return is very close 

He ain't just putting on the ritz 

(Our God is an awesome God) And so you better be believing that 
Our God is an awesome God 

There's thunder in His footsteps Our God is an awesome God 

And lightning in His fists He reigns from heaven above 

(Our God is an awesome God) With wisdom, power, and love 


Our God is an awesome God 
And the Lord wasn't joking 


When He kicked 'em out of Eden 


3 https://www.gotquestions.org/you-reap-what-you-sow.html 


Judgment and wrath He poured out on 
the Sodom - Mercy and grace He gave 
us at the cross 

| hope that you have not 

Too quickly forgotten that 

Our God is an awesome God‘ 


This morning Church, give thanks to the 
Lord for He is good, His love, His 


khesed, endureth forever. 


Let us pray. 
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